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BUILDING MANAGEMENT AND WORKS — BUILDING THE EDUCATION REVOLUTION —  
HEAD CONTRACTOR 

607. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the $18 million collected by the Premier’s government for administering the rollout of the Building the 
Education Revolution scheme, and funds the government holds that have not been paid to insolvent head 
contractor–builders.  
(1) Will the Premier today release this money to subcontractors facing financial ruin as a result of his 

government’s mismanagement of the BER rollout? 

(2) If no to (1), what will the Premier do to help subcontractors who are today facing financial ruin, other 
than launch a last-minute, face-saving inquiry? 

(3) On what date will the Premier’s inquiry conclude? 

(4) In the six weeks since the Premier became aware, when did he first take any action? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  
(1)–(4) Again, I reiterate that this is not a portfolio I have direct responsibility for — 
Mr M. McGowan: You’re the Premier. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I know, I know — 
Mr M. McGowan: You’ve known for six weeks, and it’s a big issue. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Hang on; the Leader of the Opposition is talking about matters of detail.  
Mr T.R. Buswell: You’re trying to make it one. 
Mr M. McGowan: It’s a big issue. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The BER program — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Is the opposition going to let me speak or not? Is it going to let me answer or not? 

The SPEAKER: Members! I do not need to hear from anybody. Treasurer, member for Warnbro, Leader of the 
Opposition, I do not need to hear from anybody.  
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The opposition’s colleagues—the Gillard government in Canberra—openly and graciously 
acknowledged that the Building the Education Revolution program was delivered better in Western Australia 
than in any other state, and there is no doubt about that. It was the one good thing that came out of the so-called 
stimulus package—the one good thing that came out of it—and every primary school — 
Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Members! Members, I would like to make some progress. Member for Belmont, I would 
particularly like to make some progress with you in this place. I formally call you to order for the first time 
today.  
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It was well handled by the department—by the then Minister for Education, Hon Liz 
Constable — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: How can you say that, knowing what you know now? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: — and it was fortunate that the education department had only recently done an audit of 
all schools and school buildings, so it was very obvious from each school what was required to be done and what 
was the best use of that money. That was in sharp contrast to what happened in some other states.  

Mr M. McGowan: Yes—you’re catching up fast!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: With respect to the amount of money referred to—$17 million or whatever the amount—
that was used to roll out the program.  
Mr M. McGowan: It was $18 million. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That was used to roll out the program; that has been spent. There is no bucket of money 
there waiting, and I hope the Leader of the Opposition did not create the impression to subcontractors that there 
was, because there is not—that has been spent.  

The relationship is between the government and the contractor, and the contractor and the subcontractor. If 
contractors have behaved illegally—put in false statements and the like—the department will take necessary 
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action. But that is what we are doing, and I hope the Leader of the Opposition is not creating an impression that 
the taxpayer is going to pay out for all losses of subcontractors; I hope the Leader of the Opposition is not 
leading people to believe that will happen. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Is that the impression the Leader of the Opposition is trying to create? Is the Leader of the 
Opposition suggesting the taxpayer — 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I formally call you to order for the first time today. Member for 
Willagee, I formally call you to order for the first time today as well.  
Mr M. McGowan: Are you going to give them any help at all? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I hope the Leader of the Opposition is not promising to subcontractors, who 
unfortunately—to their great misfortune—have bought equipment, supplied equipment such as light fittings and 
whatever else, and have not recovered the costs of money spent on equipment or wages. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Nollamara, I do not even know if you are sitting in your right seat. I am formally 
going to call you to order for the first time today.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: So I hope the Leader of the Opposition has not done that. I hope he has not created an 
impression that either this government or a future Labor government is simply going to pay out. Has the Leader 
of the Opposition done that? Has the Leader of the Opposition suggested that? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I think he has!  

The SPEAKER: I think the Leader of the Opposition has asked the question with the best intent he possibly can 
and is expecting an answer with the same sort of intent from the Premier. Other people’s interjections do not 
help the process for either the Leader of the Opposition, the Premier or this place. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The government will do all it can to make sure that people are treated fairly. If they have 
been wronged by incorrect, false statements and declarations by contractors, we will do all we can to make sure 
there is a fair resolution. But I want to make it very clear that the taxpayer and the state government are not 
going to simply walk into this unfortunate situation and pay out losses between commercial disputes between a 
contractor and a subcontractor. We are not going to do that, and I hope the Leader of the Opposition has not 
promised that.  

Mr P.C. Tinley interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee! 
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